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About Ang Roell

A Brief History of Me

| think to understand where
we are and how our
intersecting identities
impact our experience, we
have to be willing to take a
critical lens to ourselves and
our shared history, so we can
discover the layered
complexity of ourselves and
our shared experience. To
frame the context of this text,
| think it's important to
understand what my

perspective is. | write from

Figure 1.1 Ang Roell

the perspective of a person
born and raised in the so-
called United States. | am a white person, of Ukrainian and
German heritage predominantly and hold Portuguese, French
and Irish heritage. | am a nonbinary person. | use they/them/
theirs pronouns. | am a queer pansexual person full of
abundant love in many forms.

| am a descendant of wage workers. Because of this, workers’
movements rooted in collaborative resistance have always
been compelling to me. A strong work ethic was instilled in
me from my working lineage. At the same time, | bore witness
to worker “burnout” and workers pitted against each other to
benefit the extractive bosses, companies and the capitalist
system. Though | was raised working class, | was able to save
money and attend both college and graduate school, earning
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educational privilege in the process. That privilege gave me
permission to question the relationship between workers and
the system in which they work. It instilled in me an aspiration
to run my own business, built on my values. That led me on a
journey of exploration and self discovery. The work journey took
me across oceans on solar powered sail boats, into kitchens,
bars and classrooms and onto farms as | worked for small
businesses across the US and the world. On that journey, |
discovered what my values are and how | can align them with
my work in the world.

Today | live in a community very different than the one |
grew up in, but this community is similar to communities my
great-grandparents were a part of when they migrated to this
country. | currently experience the privilege of being partnered
with someone who holds intergenerational wealth and middle-
class privilege. | don't have the privilege of emotional
connection to my own family.

| do come from a lineage of women who have intuitive
dreams and/or visions. | have these dreams/visions. These
dreams inform and define how | make decisions in the world.

My Journey: Where | come from and how | got here

| was raised in Queens, New York in a small apartment in a part
of Flushing called College Point. The first farm animal | saw
was a sweet old spotted dairy cow on a class field trip at the
Queens Zoo. | was so excited to see this magnificent creature.
| stood behind her as close as | could get — and she shit all
over me. | had to walk around for the remainder of the field trip
covered in cow shit. It didn't deter me from my love of animals
and my desire to engage in animal husbandry. | pored over
books and media about wild and domestic animals. | worked at
that same Queens Zoo as a teen, and | kept the fire burning for
a deep connection with the natural world.
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Figure 1.2 A raw honeycomb

My ancestors were Ukrainian, but they would describe
themselves as Slavic. They came from people who lived in
what is present day Ukraine. But poverty, forced migration and
war tore their homeland apart. Slavic people hold a deep
relationship with honey bees. The traditions and territories of
beekeeping in Slavic culture is passed down from generation
to generation.

As a young child, | had the privilege of a deep relationship
with my Ukrainian great grandfather and his daughter, my
grandmother. They taught me about dream divination and
fed my fiery spirit with stories of Slavic people — bees were a
consistent theme in these stories.

My grandmother, Constance Marie, who | affectionately
called Connie, sparked my love of food, ritual and the natural
world. She used food to bridge her Ukrainian traditions with
the Italian, French and contemporary “American” cooking she
learned from her friends in the United States. She spent hours
in her kitchen crafting recipes that married her own traditions
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with those of the French and Italian chefs she admired. She
shared these practices along with a side of Ukrainian folklore
and mysticism.

As a Ukrainian transplant living in New York City, Connie
raised rabbits on rooftops, holding on to her agrarian roots.
Animal husbandry was her connection to the mystical
traditions of her people. Ever the storyteller, she loved to share
stories in her tiny kitchen in College Point, New York. She was,
throughout her life, one of my tethers to history and family
across the Atlantic Ocean. She lived in a neighborhood tucked
up against a large park where, amidst the trees, she could
pretend she was somewhere in the countryside. She taught
me to appreciate trees, birds and the natural world in her
backyard.

Together we cooked — she cooked. | sat in her kitchen eating
all of the freshest vegetables and helping out from time to
time. She was a proud woman. She was proud of her Ukrainian
history, her well-traveled, hard earned middle-class experience
and her skills as a chef. She loved to tell stories about all of
these things. She'd share about her time in the small mill town
of Woonsocket, Rhode Island and her adventures in urban
rabbit rearing. She was also a dreamer. She dreamt about the
future, and she often told me about her dreams and her
interpretations of them. She always encouraged me to listen to
my dreams. As a young person, | assumed this meant “follow
your dreams” in that cliché way elders are supposed to
encourage us. As | grew older, | realized the women in my
family shared this unique gift. Via our dreams, we received
messages, ideas and inspiration for the future. When my
grandmother told me to “follow my dreams,” she was actually
saying “trust in your magic.”

She was the quiet voice of encouragement for the wild
dreams and spirit of my early adulthood. | first worked in
kitchens and bars, preparing foods and mixing cocktails while
I worked my way through college. Through a bit of research,
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charm, dumb luck and privilege, | scored a gig on a solar-
powered sailboat. | learned how to sail and cook on the open
sea. | quickly tired of being queasy all the time, so from there
| moved onto land and went from kitchens to community
gardens, neighborhood lot reclamation projects to small farms
across the US, all before relocating to the Northeastern US,
where my ancestors once migrated.

At the end of her life, true with the spit fire of any strong
Ukrainian woman, my grandmother’s dying wish was that |
“take big risks.”

Bees came to me through a slow remembering, of stories,
tales and dreams. First, | learned | was lucky, then | realized |
was privileged. Then | remembered | held magic inside of me.
The magic of ancestors, the magic of healing and the magic of
having a decade long relationship with honey bees all built on
research, cultivation and relationship building.

I've said magic a few times here, and maybe that makes you
nervous. You don't have to believe in magic to read this text.
This text can still be for you if you're not knowingly connected
to ancestral healing or communication, if you don't
intentionally engage in ritual or ceremonial celebration of your
lineage or history. We all have expressions of joy and spirituality
that keep us grounded. We all have belief systems that help
guide our work in the world. Yours and mine do not have to be
the same for you to find value here.

What matters to me is that you are curious about our
collective liberation, not just as a species, but as a collective
ecosystem on our shared planet. What matters to me is that
you are willing to explore how our collective liberation depends
not just on our relationships to one another across race, class,
gender, age and ability, but also our relationship to the natural
world, and to the movements and rhythms of the ecosystems
around us. What matters is that you are willing to accept that
we are, each of us, nested in this rapidly changing system and
no amount of money or privilege or even magic is going to save
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us from the collective suffering we're moving towards in the
current climate crisis. Together, we have to learn to adapt.

Within these pages, | hope you find inspiration for your
beekeeping practice, your organizing practice and your
relationship to the natural world.

Where | am Now: | am a beekeeper. Here are my
practices, goals and purpose:

My journey with honey bees began in Boston in 2010, when
| and several local beekeeping organizers started the Boston
Area Beekeeping Association and the Boston Tour de Hives,
a bicycle-powered apiary tour of the greater Boston area. I've
now placed roots down into Western Massachusetts, a region
that sits on the stolen land of Indigenous people from the
Nipmuck, Pocomtuc and Wabanaki Confederacy. Here, | run
a small bee business built upon the practices of reciprocity
and modeled on the social norms of the bees themselves. |
also work as a consultant with organizations seeking to change
their culture.

| want to cultivate bees that can survive and adapt to the
ever changing climate that we're experiencing in Western
Massachusetts, South Florida and all over the world, and who
can forage effectively during short nectar seasons. Parallel to
that, it's really important to me to think about how people
access beekeeping, how people participate in beekeeping, and
who has access to exploring a relationship with honey bees. |
write about that, as well as organize bee camps in Montague,
Massachusetts. | run bee camps that are open to whomever
would like to join, and another that is specifically designed
for queer and trans folks who are interested in bees or just
interested in exploring the relationship between humans and
honey bees.

The parallel goals are to propagate healthy queens and then
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to introduce bees to folks who are interested in building
relationships with the natural world.

| run a small-scale operation with a maximum of a hundred
hives a year. | collaborate with other beekeepers. | follow cycles
of the moon in my breeding practices in order to use the rising
energy that comes with the fullness of the moon to propagate
hives. | utilize the contraction that comes with the new moon
for starting new cycles in the hives. It doesn't always work, but
we are trying. | respect my relationship with honey bees. It's
not just keeping them for the sake of capital, but really figuring
out how to work with them in a way that allows them to be
healthy, successful, and reproductive. Simultaneously, | want
to work with bees in a way that doesn’t burn out my body and
mind, and doesn’t extract resources from the environment, but
adds value to my community.

The journey to be a first-generation beekeeper/farmer for me
means holding the duality of where | come from, and what |
have access to now. | have built my business slowly — “slow
bees.” I've used grants, shared resources and collaborative
models to build what | have, and as | shift my work into more
full-time beekeeping, I'm constantly examining and re-
examining what | have and what | can leverage as | gain access
to resources.

Beekeeping is the HARDEST thing I've ever done because it is
complex and has an incredibly steep learning curve. Weather,
pests, disease, and equipment failures are all realities of
everyday experience, and balancing challenges with joy is a big
part of the journey and the practice of stewarding bees.

| want a more accessible and diverse beekeeping industry
that's inclusive of queerness, inclusive of blackness and
brownness, and inclusive of the voices of Indigenous people.
In addition, | want a beekeeping industry that works with the
ecosystem and not in collaboration with the Industrial
Agricultural Complex. The goal of building a practice of
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inclusive intersection between the craft of beekeeping and the
ecology of bees keeps me going.

Principles

Media Attributions

Ang Roell © Sandra Costello

They Keep Bees Raw Honeycomb © Alice Kathryn
Richardson is licensed under a CC BY-NC-ND (Attribution
NonCommercial NoDerivatives) license
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Personal Principles

I work, from these principles, to live a values-centered life.

| love myself.

| show this love by taking care of my body and my spirit.
| show this love by practicing rituals of care. | show this love
by putting my values into actions so | can live my intentions.
| show this love by holding space for my most resilient self to
thrive, and my most vulnerable self to be seen. | show this love
by encouraging those around me to love themselves in these
ways.

Guiding Principles

| am an anti-racist. | believe in co-liberation. | approach this
work with rigor.

| continue to educate myself about the ways the
intersections of my identity both oppress and are
oppressed.

| practice awareness of how my oppressor identities
impact those around me.

| recognize | am implicitly racist, because of systemic
racism and the myriad of privileges of whiteness.

| use my white privilege as a leveraging point in white
spaces AND in accomplice spaces.

| seek to heal from my internalized white supremacy and
racism.

| seek to build friendships, communities, loves and
intimacies that will hold me accountable to my values.

I hold my white friends accountable by supporting them
in unpacking their white privilege.

| do not shirk from being told | cause harm but embrace
where | can learn from my missteps and errors.

| am compassionate with myself. | use this compassion to
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move forward my healing.

| pay reparations regularly to black, Indigenous, people of
color (BIPOC) organizations, and advocate for other white
folks to do the same via media platforms and
interpersonal relationships.

o | WANT to continue to explore how | can pay
reparations based on how my business grows, and
how | can support others in doing so collectively.

I value my own healing.

| seek out healthy, consensual support for processing my
trauma.

| recognize my resilience.

| name and honor my vulnerability.

| let my feelings be hurt, and still hold myself accountable
to my values/actions.

| set and hold clear boundaries.

I value family, both chosen and blood family.

| work to create time for my partner, my friends and my
chosen family. | hold this time as sacred, and center it
above capitalist pursuits.

| work to heal the complex relationships with my blood
family by building new relationships where old harmful
patterns once lived, and by forgiving old harms.

| practice forgiveness, compassion and expressing love/
gratitude in my relationships.

I value equitable reciprocity in relationships.

| work to practice equitable reciprocity in my relationships
by both resource sharing and asking clearly for what |
need.
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| respect people’s boundaries.
| clearly set and hold my own boundaries.
| forgive myself and others.

I value living in shared spaces.

| share space with my partner.

| envision sharing both land and space with others in small
dwellings.

| share land stewardship with others.

| share this land with QTBIPOC folks seeking retreat and
time/space on land.

I am a lifelong learner, a curious teacher, a social and insect
scientist.

| live into these values of learning and “nerding” by
seeking out new information on my passions regularly and
sharing them with others in both my professional and
personal realm.

| practice beekeeping as a lifelong learning tool.

| believe beekeeping is a tool for transformative justice if
practiced with mindfulness and care.

o | write about, teach and talk about these ideas with
curious folks.

I value community building that is intersectional across race,
class, ability and gender expression and centers queer
experience.

I live this value by building community (friendships, loves,
intimacies) across these intersections of identity.

| live into this value by centering queerness in my work
and in my community, building efforts by being an out
advocate for queer justice across race, class, ability and
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gender expression.

| call for queer community | am a part of to continue to
work towards collective healing by practicing
transformative justice.

| offer my listening skills to conflicts that arise in the
community.

I value both closeness/intimacy and autonomy, | respect
others’ divergent needs for both.

| clearly state when | need “me” or “solo” or “recharge”
time.

I value mobility and capacity to travel and reconnect to
“home” bioregions.

| create time for travel.

o | do this by weaving work/learning/travel time
together.
| spend time in South Florida and the South, because of
their importance to my place-based history and present.
| imagine ways my communities can connect, collaborate
and share resources, culture and values constructively.

I want to be a conduit for connectivity.
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How to Use This Book

This book is a collection of stories from the field and resources
for new and intermediate beekeepers interwoven with my own
experience as a beekeeper over the last decade.

As much as possible in this text, we aim to avoid unnecessary
jargon or lingo. So, it doesn't require a master's degree to
decipher. The goal is to make the beekeeping stories, tools and
strategies accessible, and to share practices and examples of all
the lessons we can learn from the hive. The intention is that
the resources will be adapted or inspire you to co-create new
resources.

How to use this book:

Start wherever you want! This book doesn’t require you to
start at the top of the Table of Contents and linearly work
your way through to the end

Find tools and resources to start or continue on your
beekeeping journey

Learn about what small-scale beekeepers are doing in
their communities

Read and share stories of the growing landscape of
beekeepers who are women, femmes and/or people of
color (POC)

Refer to it as a reference guide

Discuss lessons learned from the hive (i.e. building

consensus) in your community and how you can apply
these lessons to build networks of collective care and
shared power

Or use these tools to adapt new tools with co-collaborators
Imagine how you'd use the concepts in your life/lives

Try a practice

Set a goal
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Share your new ideas or practice with a friend

And with a commmunity member

Use it as a strategizing tool with your team/community/
friends/think tank/group

Use it to research, honor and learn about other people's
work (see “inspirations”)

| want to travel and talk about this book and about organizing
and intention setting tools I've adapted from the hive; share
my bee zines; talk about queering bees; read a section from
my Radicalize the Hive Manifesto or talk about beekeeping. I'd
love to gather the stories of beekeepers, ecologists and queer
land dwellers. If you can host me, let's chat. Email
info@theykeepbees.com or info@angelaroell.com or find me

on Instagram, @theykeepbees. Zzb zzb!
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Introduction

Thanks for reading, if you've landed here, you may be
wondering...

“What is this book?”

This book is a collection of stories from the field and resources
for new and intermediate beekeepers interwoven with my own
experience as a beekeeper over the last decade. For context, |
think it's helpful to begin by introducing myself.

My name is Ang Roell, and | run They Keep Bees, a queen
rearing, honey bee research and education project based in
Great Falls, Massachusetts and Southern Florida.

Why am | uniquely qualified to put together
“Radicalize the Hive”?

| have been beekeeping for a decade. It started as a hobby that
helped me break up my time as a graduate student and urban
farmer in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts in 2010. After long days
in the classrooms and garden, escaping into the hives was my
greatest pleasure and deepest meditation. In 2015 | began to
shift bees from a hobby to a “side-hustle.” When you take
something that you do for fun and do it for business, it morphs.
Your joy shifts, your perspective changes. Suddenly things you
did for free because they were fun become things you do to
grow your business and livelihood. It becomes less okay to
do things for a discounted rate, a deal or [dreaded] “for
promotion.” You have to renegotiate your boundaries, and hold
firm to the new ones as they take root.

At the same time you GET to do what you love...and figuring
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out how to move the pieces of that slowly over time so | get
to do what | want to do with what | love in a way that aligns
with my values has had immeasurable impact on my physical,
psychological and spiritual health.

Through a slow “side hustle” process & LOTS of collaboration,
| created a business built on relationships, values, chosen family
and living an uncharted life my grandmother would be proud
of.

From the work that overlays my decade in social justice and
education to my decade of beekeeping in the urban and rural
landscape in the sub-tropics and the northern tundra is born
this little text, guidebook and gathering of stories.

I'm committed to a lot of things:

My own growth and learning

My life partnership & chosen family

My friends & community

My collaborator(s)

Building resilient relationships in the Anthropocene
across the eastern seaboard

Anti-racism, anti-oppression and the restructuring of an
abolitionist society

Many of the things | am committed to are in this manuscript,
others are just touched upon and need deeper discovery to
be made whole, fleshed out, developed into the robust stories
they deserve to be. All in good time. This is only my first book
after all.

What makes my beekeeping practice unique?

| don't know if | can call what | do “natural beekeeping” or
“treatment free beekeeping.” Wild honey bees are at their best
without our intervention so the idea of natural practice is
complicated at best. For a while | referred to myself as a “bee
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witch”, but this too is complex. | can say | practice and plan my
work according to the moon cycle, the hive's natural sy